
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher: Mrs S Nicolson BSc (Hons), QTS, MaST    West Street, Helpston, Peterborough PE6 7DX 
Tel: 01733 252332     office@johnclareprimary.org  Website:   www.johnclareschool.org 

 

At John Clare, we take care to inspire a passion for learning, nurture compassion for each 
other and celebrate excellence and endeavour.’ 

 
Part of the Soke Education Trust: -  Registered Office:  Amberley Slope, Werrington, Peterborough.  PE4 6QG   
Trust Website: sokeeducationtrust.co.uk      Company Registration Number: 10954886 

 

JohnClarePrimary School 

 
Inspire ~ Nurture ~ Celebrate  

3rd September 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I trust that you have all had a safe and wonderful summer. The staff team are all very much looking forward 

to welcoming all of the children back to school next week, but know that for some families, this return may be 

a source of worry. I would like to reassure you that we have considered all of the Government guidance very 

carefully and have protective measures in place and support available to every child to ensure that their 

return is safe and happy.  

 

All the information that you will need to know for your child’s return can be found in this letter, but should you 
have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact the School Office on 01733 252332 or at 
office@johnclareprimary.org    In addition, further guidance can be found on the Government site by accessing 
this link.  We have attached a ‘Returning to primary school: what parents need to know’ leaflet for your 
information along with guidance from the Local Authority.   

 

Health and Wellbeing 

As always, we shall be prioritising the children’s health and wellbeing. Our staff recognise that everyone’s 

experiences during this pandemic have been hugely different and our children’s understanding of this will 

vary too. We also appreciate that many parents/carers (and children) will be worried about the time spent 

away from school, however, we do know that children learn best when they feel secure and happy. Our 

teachers are busy updating their social stories to send to their classes – please look out for these via Parent 

Mail over the next day. 

We also know that the children will have had great experiences during their time at home and we are looking 

forward to sharing these with them. We would like your child to bring in a photograph (6 x 4”) that represents 

what they did during their time at home for our new hall display – please ask your child to hand these into 

their class teacher or they can be sent to the School Office.  

 

Class Bubbles 

Our  classes will operate as larger bubble groups on our return and our staff will be deployed between phase 

bubble groups.  We are hopeful that over the year, we will be able to provide opportunities for all children to 

spend time within year groups, particularly those children in Years 1 and 4, and we will keep you updated on 

any changes. 

 

Attendance 

Attendance is mandatory again from the beginning of this new term: it is the government’s expectation that all 

children, who are able to do so, should return to school full time. Should you need to discuss this aspect 

further, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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However, it still remains imperative for the school to operate safely that all pupils, staff and other 

adults do not come into the school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or have tested 

positive. Persons showing one or more symptoms of coronavirus should  self-isolate for 10 days and 

members of their household/support bubble should isolate for 14 days – please refer the Test and 

Trace Process Letter to Parents for further information. We will continue to follow our procedures and 

Public Health England guidance should a child or member of staff develop symptoms of COVID-19 during the 

school day.  Should your child need a coronavirus test, we would ask that you share the results of the testing 

with us. 

In order to promote the health of our school community, if your child is unwell (non Covid-19 related) during 

term time, please consider carefully whether they are well enough to attend school: please speak to our 

Office Team if you are unsure. 

 

Dropping off/collection times 

It is still paramount that we adhere to social distancing and therefore request that our families drop off/collect 

our children as follows: 

8:45am Cuckoo Close, collect 3:20pm (2:20pm on Friday) 

8:55am Temples Court/West Street, collect 3:30pm (2:30pm on Friday) 

Parents of our new reception children should follow the information issued last term regarding your child’s 

phased start to school.  

Please remember to stay at least 1 metre apart from other families when dropping off/collecting your child 

from school.  As teaching staff will be supervising the children inside the classroom, they will not be available 

during these times. Further information on how you can contact your child’s class teacher can be found later 

in this letter. 

Scooters and bicycles are not permitted on the school premises at this time. 

 

Hand washing/sanitising 

One of the key measures to controlling coronavirus is to ensure that everyone cleans their hands thoroughly 

more often than usual, including when they arrive, when they return from breaks, and before and after eating. 

Children will be reminded and supervised in cleaning their hands either through hand washing or by the use 

of hand sanitiser.  To avoid queues at washing stations, we have installed numerous hand sanitising 

dispensers around school. Please ensure that you inform us whether you give consent for your child to use 

the hand sanitiser available before the start of term by completing the Parent Mail form attached to this letter. 

 

 

Lunchtimes and Tuck-shop 

For the first two weeks of term (weeks commencing 7th and 14th September 2020), we shall be asking all 

children to bring in a packed lunch. Those children in reception and key stage 1 or who are eligible for free 

school meals will be provided with a packed lunch from the school kitchen. Due to school meal guidance, this 

may differ from what your child may bring in from home.  Initially, children will eat their lunches in their class 

bubble group room: this will be cleaned before and after eating. 
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At the present time, it is not possible for us to offer tuck shop. However, children are more than welcome to 

bring in a healthy snack to eat during break time. Please be reminded that we are a nut and seed free school 

when sending in food items. Children in reception and Key Stage 1 will still receive milk (this is provided 

automatically until your child’s 5th birthday, after which parents need to request for this to be continued) and 

fruit. 

 

Uniform 

It is expected that all children will return to school in usual uniform in September (details of which can be 

found on the school website or from the School Office). In order to avoid changing and to limit the amount of 

belongings being transferred between home and school, children should come to school in their PE kit on the 

scheduled days; your child’s class teacher will advise you of this. Please be reminded that our school PE kit 

is: black shorts/skort/leggings/sports trousers, white crew-neck t-shirt, black or red sweatshirt (preferably 

without a hood).   On Monday 7th September, all children should wear school uniform. 

The Government advises that it is unnecessary for school uniform to be washed and cleaned any more 

frequently than usual. 

Nationwide, the Government is not recommending face coverings for primary-aged children and face 

coverings are not necessary generally because a system of control, applicable to all education environments, 

provides additional mitigating measures.  

 

Transferring of belongings between home and school 

As we need to limit the amount of belongings moved between home and school, we will be adopting the 

following measures: 

• Home Contact Books – These will not be used at present. As usual, any important letters or 

information regarding your child and their learning will be sent home via Parent Mail. Message or 

information for your child’s class teacher should be sent via the school office. Please speak to the 

School Office on 01733 252332 if your enquiry requires immediate attention. Non-urgent 

enquiries/messages can be sent by email to office@johnclareprimary.org : the office team will liaise 

directly with your child’s class teacher to ensure we respond to your enquiry as quickly as possible 

(within 48 hours).  Please do not email teachers directly through Google Classroom as the 

opportunities for them to respond to emails during the teaching day are limited. 

 

• Reading Books  -  As we wish to continue to promote the importance of reading, books may be 

taken between home and school. On return to school, books will be stored for 72 hours before being 

reissued to another child. Children may bring in their own books from home. Reading Records will 

not be issued; instead Buttercross and Woodgate children will be given a ‘Reading Card’ and an 

electronic copy of the Power of Reading at Home booklet will be shared on Google Classroom for 

those children in Broadwheel, Swaddywell and Torpel. 
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• Home work – This will be shared by your child’s class teacher on Google Classroom. 
 

• School bags – School bags may be brought into school for children in years 1 – 6 as these can be 

stored in their individual lockers. Reception children should not bring in a bag due to the 

available storage. Parents of children in reception who may require a change clothes are asked to 

provide these in a small, washable bag e.g. a cloth tote. 

Children will only need to bring in the following to school: 

• Any medication that is normally kept in school; 

• Packed lunch and water bottle; 

• Children in Years 4-6 should bring in their pencil case on the first day of term. 

• School bag (optional) for children in years 1-6. 

• Named coat. 

 

Collecting children 

We ask that only parents/carers and members of your support bubble collect your children at the end of the 

school day. Should your end of day arrangements need to change unexpectedly, you must contact the 

School Office by telephone as soon as possible. 

It is common practice for parents to request that Year 6 children walk home alone. As we wish to ensure 

everyone’s safety, please could you inform us of this request in writing and discuss with your child the 

importance of walking straight home at the end of the school day. 

Should you have any questions about your child’s return to school, please do contact us; we realise that 

these are very unusual and challenging times that have affected us all very differently and we are here to 

help.   

 

As always, we truly value the support of all of our parents and now more than ever. Please help us to 

keep our children and each other safe by following the government safety guidance. On behalf of the 

entire staff team, I would like to thank you all for your continued support; we have truly missed all of our 

children and families and we are all looking forward to welcoming you back next week. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs S Nicolson 

Headteacher 


