
 

 

Autumn Newsletter 2020 

We are delighted to be able to share with you the first Trust Newsletter of the academic year 2020-2021. I am very proud 
of the way in which our school communities have returned from the lockdown, phased return for certain year groups and 
now the full return for all pupils. This has required a great deal of consideration, planning and preparation and you have 
all been a part of this process.  It was truly heart warming to see our school gates opening and all year groups being able 
to return to school.  The buzz of learning and conversation filling classrooms, corridors and learning spaces as well as 
laughter and positive interactions have returned!  I know that  some of our families have been coping with the desperately 
sad and tragic impact that COVID-19 has brought to homes and communities.   We have all been required to live, learn 
and work in different ways whilst maintaining COVID-19 safety.  This has been achieved through great determination and 
team work.  I would like to thank you all for your most valuable contributions to date as well as your ongoing support as 

this academic year unfolds.   Our Risk Assessments remain in place and under constant review - we all share a responsibility of following the guidance to stay 
safe.  The considerations for our curriculum and organisation of learning particularly where bubbles are required to close, will be a challenge met with optimism 
and creativity. Trust Training/CPD - Teachers have joined together for Phonics Training and we look forward to our Schools joining together next half term with 
planned TeachMeets (via Zoom). I wish everyone a most successful, happy and fulfilling  year ahead.  
 

Ben Wilding - CEO. 
 

 
Chair of Soke Education Trust – Claire Spooner 

At this time when Covid-19 appears to have stolen a small chunk of our children’s educational experience it is wonderful to hear and see the children 
running excitedly up to the school gates, oblivious to all the hard work dedication and commitment that their teachers and school staff are putting in 
behind the scenes. We are starting to feel the full implications now with leavers celebrations, planning of Christmas concerts and assemblies all taking 
on a new form. However, to hear that the changes which have been made have provided a safe, nurturing and stimulating environment for all our 
children to return to is nothing less than outstanding. At every Board meeting since the lockdown began, Directors have continually praised the leaders 
of our schools and all the staff that support them as we are proud to be part of The Soke Education Trust which very clearly thrives on expertise, 
dedication and a continuous supply of energy. 
 
Thank you! 
We would like to acknowledge the amazing support and invaluable contribution which Mr Islam – a founding Trustee and outgoing Chair of the Audit, Finance 
and Risk Committee,  has provided over the last three years.  Mr Islam has now stepped down as Trustee, however continues to offer his great support to the 
Trust as an Associate Trustee.  On behalf of the Trust we say – THANK YOU! 
 



 

 

 

 

Trustee Spotlight – Barry Webb 

I work for BGL Group as senior manager responsible for contact centre technology strategy, with focus on creating fantastic customer experiences and 
optimal operational efficiency. I’ve a real passion for identification and delivery of cutting edge tech, supporting great people and processes. This role 
requires a range of skills, including; inspiring, challenging and supportive leadership, strategy development and delivery, innovation, effective cost control 
and risk management, all within a highly regulated industry. 
  
Prior to my current role I spent well over 10 years leading transformational change programmes and a combination of operational and delivery teams. My 
earlier career included several years managing complex, high value and litigated insurance claims and leading internal audit and risk teams. 
  
I joined the trust initially as an Associate in January this year, becoming a Trustee during the summer. My motivation for joining the trust was twofold; my 
children have had the benefit of attending one of the trust schools, which provided a challenging, supportive and nurturing learning environment which 
provided so much more that my own educational experience, and reflecting on this great work I really wanted to contribute something in return, to help the 
trust deliver its strategic goals. In addition, I saw the great people involved in running the trust and recognised the opportunity to continue my own personal 
and professional development by bringing my skills and experience to the group and learning from the other members of the trust board. 
  
What is it like to be a Trustee? Well, it has certainly been a whirlwind of an experience, hugely impacted by the unusual circumstances we find ourselves in! 
It has been a privilege to see the incredible passion, skill and care that all of our schools, governing bodies and boards demonstrate on a daily basis. In 
terms of the work of the Trust Board, I have been very impressed by the professionalism and approach of the members. My fellow Trustees have a really 
diverse range of skills and experience and operate with energy and a supportive challenge of each other. I have been particularly impressed by the Board’s 
ability to maintain focus on delivering great educational experiences for the children, as well as ensuring the wellbeing of our staff, children and communities. 
Specifically, it is fantastic that we have not allowed the extremely challenging circumstances to distract from the core goals of our schools. I am really looking 
forward to supporting the continued progression and development of our trust, helping our schools create amazing experiences for our children. 
 
Barry Webb – Trustee. 
 



 

Werrington Primary School 

 
 It has been wonderful to see our children return to school and into their new year groups! We have 
had cheerful, happy children who are keen to start learning in school again. As we get used to new 
routines and systems, our children have proven to be resilient and eager to get back to school life. 
The comments from children have been very positive - 'I'm really happy to see my friends and start 
learning again': 'At first I felt a bit nervous because I didn't know what it would be like but I got used to 
it in the first few days and I am happy'. 
 
Upon returning to school, we have enjoyed catching up with our friends, supporting each other and of 
course working on our maths and literacy skills and hearing about the wonderful books we have read over 
the summer. Reading is, as ever, a key feature of our timetable and we enjoyed creating a whole school 
display highlighting our love of reading. Work has been going on throughout the summer on the 
construction of a brand new swimming pool which is taking shape right now.   
 

Reception have started full days as they begin their journey through school. They have settled in well 
and are enjoying the experiences that their new learning environments offer them. Meanwhile in Year 1, 
the children have been learning all about themselves in their topic “Ourselves”. They have enjoyed 
learning about how our senses work with some great experiments. Year 2 have been engrossed in their 
history topic and have been finding out about the Great Fire of London. After this interesting period of 
history, they will be moving on to looking at Festivals and Celebrations.  
 
Year 3 have moved into their new Key Stage superbly and greatly enjoyed their wonderful topic of 
Pirates! Looking further ahead, they are looking forward to the arrival of the Romans! In Year 4, much 
enjoyment and fascination has been experienced in the topic “Creature Features” with lots of new 
knowledge learnt about a range of amazing animals. The Stone Age also featured as it was too good to 
have missed out on during lockdown! Year 5 have returned and blasted off into Space! Our amazing 
solar system and the battle of the Space Race has engaged our minds and interests. After coming back down to earth their learning will focus on Italy. 
Our new Year 6 children have started their final year with us positively and enthusiastically. Ancient Egypt has been the basis from which lots of their 
learning has taken place – including mummifying tomatoes! Their historical knowledge will be further enhanced when Ancient Greece features soon!  
 
We look forward to seeing our skills develop as the year progresses as we endeavour to stay safe and support one another as we begin to build a 
memorable year full of learning and laughter. 
 
Mrs Simmons - Headteacher 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

 

 



Gunthorpe Primary School 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

   

 

 
On Thursday 24th September, Year 
5 children at Gunthorpe Primary 
School investigated a mysterious 
crash landing, which took place on 
the school field near the Solar 
Dome. When the children reached 
the crash site, they investigated to 
see if they could find any clues to 
help figure out what had 
happened… 

The children used the iPad app 
“Stich” to help make notes during 
the investigation. They used the 
tools on this app to record 
observations and findings. Take a 
look below to see what they 
noticed… 

When the children got back to 
class, Mr Lemin had uploaded the 
CCTV footage and Year 5 watched 
it together. The children couldn’t 
believe the site of an alien 
spaceship crash landing on the 
school field! Year 5 will be using 
these events as the stimulus for 
their creative writing based around 
aliens invading planet Earth! 

EYFS NEWS 

The new reception children at Gunthorpe Primary School have made an excellent start to school. They have settled very quickly 
and have come to school ready to learn. They have really impressed us with their resilience following the disruption to their 
nursery education. They have enjoyed exploring lots of new activities and making new friends. We have just started learning our 
phonics sounds and the children are doing an amazing job! We are looking forward to concluding our first half term of learning All 
About Me and starting our new topic Into the Woods!  

 

YEAR 2 NEWS 

Year 2 have been looking at “Healthy Humans” and have started the school year with 
great success. The children have been extremely engaged with their learning; being 
resilient with trying new vegetables, experimenting with exercise and sugar as well as 
recalling the story “Oliver’s Vegetables”. Our favourite learning experience has to be 
making our own chips as a celebration that Oliver found the potatoes in the end. We 
learned and practiced how to peel the potatoes and even enjoyed sampling the chips 
at the end. 

  

 

              The children have been so happy to come back to school this term. We have been 
organising lots of exciting and immersive learning experiences which has created a 
lovely buzz around the school again. You will see below just a few examples of what 
we have been doing so far. This years Gunthorpe’s Got Talent auditions have been 
held virtually and following on from our online auditions we voted for our class 
winners who showed off their talents in the virtual final on Friday 16th October!  

Mrs Hollingsworth - Headteacher 

 



 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wittering Primary School 

It was delightful to open our gates again on Monday 7th September and to be met with a sea of eager and smiling faces of our returning pupils. Hearing the 
laughter and sound of play at break and lunchtimes was brilliant. Our children were great at returning and settled quickly into our new routines and with their 
new teachers. We prioritised ensuring that the children were ready to learn again before we started finding out about the gaps in learning and how we are 
going to fill them. We have a daily assembly via zoom and we quickly re-established our favourite achievers assembly. Our trial of having hot school lunches 
provided across the school has also been successful and another step towards a more familiar school day.  

Matthew who is our School Trust Ambassador said “ I was a little nervous on the way to school but soon realised how brilliant it was to see my friends again. It 
was also good to get back to learning in the classroom and seeing the teachers.” 

 
Our new school run breakfast and after school club also started at the start of term. Our “Chill Club” is proving very popular. Mid – September presented us 
with the opportunity to welcome back our Year 6 children from last year for a brief outdoor assembly. It was fabulous to see them and be able to say goodbye 
to them as a year group. They were presented with a dictionary, a yearbook and a Year group photo. We wish them every success in the future. 

Mr Thrower - Headteacher 

 



 

 

John Clare Primary School 

 

It has been wonderful to welcome back all our children this term. Despite the current challenges, the children have shown great 
resilience, determination and a thirst for learning -they have adopted to the new changes in school brilliantly and understand the 
importance of keeping each other safe. Staff have also been working incredibly hard to ensure that school remains a fun, happy and 
safe place, despite the current situation. 

Our new reception children have also made a positive start. They have been very busy learning and have recently enjoyed their whole-
class bread making session! The Year 1 children in Buttercross Class have been demonstrating great leadership skills in helping the 
reception children understand the routines within class and school. 

Woodgate Class (Year 1 and 2) have enjoyed learning about ways we can look after our planet this term! They have made bird feeders 
and made recycled junk toys. This has been great in developing their instructional writing and evaluation skills.  

Broadwheel Class (Year 3 and 4) have been making the most of the autumn season and have produced some wonderful pieces of 
artwork, which utilise natural materials found at this time of year. 

 
Children in Swaddywell Class (Year 4 and 5) have really immersed themselves into their study of The Tudors. 
They have been focusing on the reign of Elizabeth I, the last of the five monarchs of the House of Tudor. The 
children have particularly enjoyed learning about the development of trade and exploration during Elizabeth's reign, 
including the attack of the Spanish Armada.  

In Torpel class the children have been working really hard on their 
inference skills, using the Power of Reading book 'Treason'. This is a 
historical novel about the Tudors which we are all thoroughly enjoying! 
Torpel are also currently studying the Tudors and this topic has proved 
fascinating for all, with a recent highlight being cooking outside to 
make their own Tudor Pottage.  

Mrs Nicolson - Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Northborough Primary School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2- Here We Are: Our Local 
Area. 

The first topic of this academic year has been 
‘Here We Are: Our Local Area.’ We began by going 
on a walk around Northborough and learnt many 
facts from our tour guides Miss Parsonage and 
Mrs. Belson! Once back at school we spent time 
putting all we had learnt into a non-chronological 
report as well as sorting the physical and human 
features we had seen. We also created a bar chart 
of the different types of houses in which we live. 
In art, we made viewfinders and completed a 
sketch from our garden. What a fantastic start to 
the year! 

 

Year 3 have gone back to the 
Stone Age!  

We have been finding out about how Stone Age 
people lived their lives.  We have been amazed 
to see the developments over the millions of 
years we have been around. We went down the 
road to the site of the Time Team dig to see 
the landscape that our ancestors lived in, and 
how it has changed.   
We are really looking forward to our Stone Age 
day in the Orchard; foraging, tracking, cooking, 
using our clay beakers we made, grinding wheat 
into flour and building shelters.  
We have enjoyed discussing whether we think 
woolly mammoths should be cloned from DNA 
scientists have found recently.  What do you 
think? Is it right to do something just because 
you can?  
   

 

We have 
also 
been 
learning 
how to 
play the 
ukulele. 
So far, 
we 
sound 
fab!  

The children have returned fresh-faced and ready for the challenge! It has been a test of perseverance for some at the 
start of this term, reshaping concentration and focus to a full day of learning, but they have shone through to the end of 
this term! Overall, the children have adjusted seamlessly with new school systems and procedures, embracing our new 
way of life! Here is just a snapshot of what we have been learning about this term.  
Mr Mallott - Headteacher  
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy Half-Term holiday. 

Please do stay safe and keep well. 

We look forward to welcoming you all back to school on  Monday 2nd November 2020. 

Don’t forget British Summer Time ends on the last Sunday in October -  the clocks go back 1 hour! 


