
 
Summer 1 Newsletter 2021 

Welcome to our fourth Trust newsletter of the academic year 2020-2021 – Summer Half Term 1 edition. Since the 8th March full 
re-opening of our schools pre and post the Easter break, it has been great to witness the calm and re-assuring way our 
children have returned.  The timing of the return just before the Easter break presented novel ways of ensuring we were up and 
running whilst ensuring the momentum of the school year continued. The arrangements for Parent/Carer – Teacher 
consultations were creatively embraced and I wish to thank you all for working with our schools in such a proactive and 
supportive manner.  On reflection and in light of the response to the COVID-19 pandemic I am sure there will be new ways of 
working and collaborating which have been considered to be positive and going forward may well remain in place. 
 

The Summer term has started at a pace and we are mindful of the advice still in place regarding our COVID-19 Risk Assessments.  You will have received the 
letter from Jon Lewis – Service Director Education which schools have forwarded.  I believe the reiteration of ongoing precautions and COVID-19 safe ways of 
working are wholly appropriate and wish to thank you all for working with our school teams regarding this.  As we approach the half term holiday period the 
guidance regarding travel and the implications of international travel are very important to understand.  I know that you will keep up to date regarding any 
implications that come into play at this time – particularly given the Red-Amber-Green guidance which for some countries may well change. Please do keep your 
child’s school informed of any attendance or quarantine matters which you are required to take as a result of a holiday or from the established NHS Test and 
Trace – self isolation (Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms should immediately isolate and get a PCR test. Everyone in the household should isolate until the PCR 
test result is received and follow NHS Test and Trace advice on receipt of the test result). 
 

I have joined Headteachers and SENCO’s across the Trust meeting with Jessica Conway – LA Area SENCO. This work will facilitate and support further intra 
Trust collaboration. Year 5 and 6 Teachers across the Trust will be working together on Writing moderation supported by LA trained moderators who despite 
National Assessment and reporting being cancelled again this year are available to support. Activities such as these remain at the core of our work in 
collaborating and supporting each other - ensuring our children receive the very best provision 

 

The further relaxations which may be possible on 21st June 2021 are described to be in the balance. At this time, news and a developing understanding of 
COVID-19 Variants Of Concern (VOC) is important.  I am particularly aware that certain transition activities whilst being planned for, may well be impacted upon if 
the Government road-map is restricted or curtailed.  Year 6 to Year 7 transition is currently being considered – this will be shared with Parents/Carers once the 
Secondary Transition working group have completed their planning.  I am personally involved in supporting this with Primary Headteacher representatives 
working with Secondary colleagues. EYFS transition from Pre-School/Nursery is also under review and consideration. Further activities including performances, 
assemblies, sports days, day trips and residential visits must be carefully considered.  You can be reassured that our schools will be reviewing the most up to 
date guidance and consult with lead professionals to ensure the Risk Assessment process is adhered too.  Thank you once again for your understanding 
regarding all of these matters which remain under consideration and without confirmation. 

 

I hope that whatever plans you may have for the half term break, provide you with a chance to re-charge, relax -enjoying some quality time together or re-
connecting with wider family or friends - in line with the guidance.  
 

Thank you for your continuing support and understanding at this time.  Please do stay safe and keep well. 
 

Ben Wilding - CEO  



Werrington Primary School 
Since the beginning of term we have embraced the opportunity to teach more practical lessons.  
The children have been learning about plants, sea defences, sound and bees. Our year 5 
children have been practising country dancing and using the May pole to create intricate 
patterns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following staff training we have introduced the Power of Reading approach into school. 
Each year group will study one of the suggested books over this term.  Year 1 have 
thoroughly enjoyed reading Beegu and have written helpful guides to help aliens 
understand Earth. Year 2 have created some wonderful writing based on The Storm 
Whale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our third RE day this year was Islam.  We had two guest speakers who talked to the children about Islam  

and the Prophet Mohammed. 

 

I am looking forward to more practical activities next half term. 

Mrs Simmons 

 

 



Gunthorpe Primary School 
 
The children have settled back in to school beautifully, and the recent poor weather certainly hasn’t prevented them from enjoying some 
amazing outdoor learning this term. 
 

 
 
 
EYFS Bug Hunt               
Our new topic in EYFS is minibeasts. The children loved going on a hunt for bugs around the 
school grounds.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 5 
Year 5 have been learning about Buddhism and created some beautiful Lotus flowers as they 
explored their symbolism and learnt the story of the floating lotus and Buddha’s first footsteps on 
earth. 

 
 
New Outdoor Gym 
The children were so excited to see the new outdoor  
Gym equipment that has been installed in our KS2 play area. 
  
 
 
PUPIL PREMIUM 
As part of our new PP strategy, some of our children received a 
‘Letterbox’ parcel from the Book trust, containing exciting new 
books, Maths games Art materials for them to use at home, 
further enhancing their learning. 
 

 

Ms Rhodes – Headteacher 



 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wittering Primary School 

We have been very busy at Wittering Primary over the half term. We were very lucky last year and won a competition to have a magic show in school from Jason Fenn 
called “The Magic of Reading” All of the children from Reception to Year 4 were able to see the show which used magic to highlight how important it was to read and what 
amazing things you can get from books. Different magic tricks were shown depending on the age of the audience but everyone loved it. We even got to take home our own 

magic wand !  

Year 2 were lucky to have a trip to a local farm where they got to see the new born lambs. One of the pupils in Year 2 lives on the farm and had to get up extra early that 
day to help herd the sheep into the pen. He was also an amazing tour guide and the whole experience was greatly appreciated by all of his Year group.  

Year 5 & 6 had a special visitor who spent the day working alongside them and showing them how to add music to a coded game. This was fascinating and great fun. Who 
knows, we may even be able to produce the next gaming sensation from school.  

Year 6 have also started their DARE lessons (Drug Abuse Resistance Education). These are an important series of lessons we do in school to help children by developing 
strategies to get them out of potentially uncomfortable situations especially around alcohol and drugs. When they have finished the course they have to have their books 

assessed and take part in a graduation ceremony which recognises all of their hard work. 

 

 

 

                                               

Mr Thrower - Headteacher 

 

 



 

John Clare Primary School 

This half-term has flown by at John Clare Primary and our children and staff have continued to be amazing! 
 

Buttercross Class have been very busy exploring earthworms. They have created a wormery and written instructions for other children 
to do the same; they have even hunted for worms in the rain! The children have thoroughly enjoyed making worms out of spaghetti, 
playdough and Cheerios!  Buttercross have also been busy gardening: they have been growing potatoes and looking after their individual 
seeds.    
 
 

Woodgate’s topic this half-term has centred around the book, 'How to Find Gold' and they have explored Anna and Crocodile’s adventure to find gold. 
Over the term they have been learning lots about underwater sea creatures and created their own imaginary ones. The children designed, planned 
and made their own treasure boxes, decorating them to reflect their individuality. Woodgate also loved exploring maps and had great fun orienteering 
to practise basic map skills.   
 
 

Broadwheel Class have been walking like Ancient Egyptians to learn all about everyday life and the importance of the River Nile. In art, 
the children made masks, necklaces and models of Egyptian cats. Broadwheel have been inspired by the book, ‘Secrets of a Sun King’ 
by Emma Carroll. She transported the class back to the time of Howard Carter's exciting discovery of 'wonderful things' in Tutankhamen's 
tomb.  
 
 

This half-term, Swaddywell Class have been studying the Aztecs and thinking about the big question: 'How did the beliefs of the Aztec people 
affect their day to day lives?'  The children have been fascinated to learn about the Gods and Goddesses who the Aztec people worshipped and 
the horror of the human sacrifices that were made! Recently, the ‘Swaddies’ enjoyed a fantastic afternoon at AMVC where they took part in many 
athletics activities led by the Sports Leaders, which they loved! 
 
 

In mathematics, Torpel Class have been working hard to develop their understanding of algebra by using bar models to explore this 
tricky concept. As part of their topic work, they have been learning about the Ancient Greeks and have found their inventions really 
interesting! In RE, the children have been exploring Humanism and thinking about caring about each other and their environment. 
They have also considered different symbols and representations that could be used for the Happy Human.  
 
Shining Stars Clubs have concluded this half-term with each child attending the club making their own ‘Shining Star’ to 

reflect their individuality. The children have thoroughly enjoyed accessing this club, in their bubbles, to reconnect positively with their friends and 
promote confidence and wellbeing during this difficult time.  
 
Next half-term, we are looking forward to lots more exciting experiences including Sports Day, Midsummer Cushions and Year 6 residential – we 
look forward to sharing these updates with you and hope you all have an enjoyable end to the academic year! 
 
Very best wishes, Mrs Nicolson 

 



Northborough Primary School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Mallott - Headteacher 

 Northborough Primary School 
enhance eco-credentials with the 
support of PECT 

Northborough Primary school are 
continuing the mission to enhance it’s 
school site by creating a nature-friendly 
outdoor space.  

Our Planet Protectors meet 
regularly and have made bird 

and bat houses and bird feeders. 
They are also growing herbs in 

school. 

Classes helped 
plant the 

second wave of 
trees on the 
field. We are 

looking forward 
to the beautiful 

hedgerow 
coming soon. 

The chicks arrived in EYFS 
and in the blink of an eye 
all 10 eggs had hatched in 
the incubator… 
 

The children 
painted chicks! 

Over two days the 
school worked with 
Mr E and Conductive 
Music. He ran a series 
of workshops 
combining music and 
computing.  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy Half Term break. 

 

 

 
 

Please do stay safe and keep well. 

We look forward to welcoming you all back to the start of the Summer Half Term 2 - 2021. 

 

 


