
 
Aut-2 December Newsletter 2021 

Welcome to our second Trust newsletter of the academic year 2021-22.   
 

I would like to start by saying a huge thank you everyone for your support and understanding over this Autumn term.  It 
has been wonderful to hear about and witness the amazing learning which has been making school life engaging, fulfilling 
and enjoyable for all.  Thank you to our fantastic children who have contributed fully to school life, showing great 
resilience and character. I wish to pay tribute to our Staff across the Trust who have worked tirelessly and with great 
dedication and skill.  Well done and thank you everyone. 
 

Unfortunately, given the on-going impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, Peterborough along with Cambridgeshire and Suffolk were placed in an Enhanced 
Response Area this half term. This has impacted upon schools within these areas and adjustments have been required. These measures have been 
extended to include the first part of the Christmas break.  It has been the case that our School communities have been dealing with COVID-19 cases and I 
hope everyone is recovering well.  I am sure you will have been following the recent announcements from the Prime minister and Government, relating to 
the re-introduction of measures to protect public health. It is likely that over the next few days and weeks the announcements will continue. I wish to 
reassure everyone that we will be maintaining a close watch on this and provide updates relating to School operations in a timely manner.  We will 
continue to draw upon the support from Health Protection England, NHS test and trace and Local Authority. Your on-going support regarding this is very 
much appreciated.  Please do keep in touch with School based communications particularly in the lead up to the 5th January, 2022. 
 

It has been an immense privilege to have enjoyed a full career in teaching – a profession I remain incredibly proud to have been part of. The absolute joy 
and affirmation I have gained from being involved in children’s life journeys - working with them and their families, celebrating their success, recognising 
their great commitment and determination to do well has meant everything to me.    
 

For over thirty years I have dedicated my service to Primary Education and for the majority of this time in senior leadership positions working to ensure the 
very best provision and opportunities were available for all children.  I have had the honour to work alongside the most talented colleagues across all roles 
who have been and remain to be an inspiration to me. Rising to the immense and on-going challenges that the COVID-19 pandemic has presented, 
requires great teamwork  - Soke Education Trust is quite simply the best.  
 

However, I have some life ambitions and adventures I hope to achieve and this requires me to have a different work-life balance.   I therefore wish to share 
news of my pending retirement as CEO Soke Education Trust which will be from the end of the school year August 2022.  It has been an absolute honour 
to have served as founding CEO of Soke Education Trust and formerly Headteacher at Werrington Primary School. The ability to serve more than one 
school community will always remain to be the highlight of my education career.   
 

I would like to thank you all for your support and acknowledge our collective contribution to ensure we: Sustain High Achievement, Empower confident 
learners and Transform the life opportunities for all children.   I will be working with the Trust supporting transition arrangements over the Spring and 
Summer terms as well as ensuring our positive journey continues with unswerving commitment.  
 
Wishing everyone a Happy Christmas. 
Ben Wilding - CEO  

 



 
 

As you may be aware things are changing within Soke Education Trust; we are coming up to four years since conversion, where did 
the time go? Feedback and evidence show that within these formative years of coming together the Trust schools have benefited 
from being able to work collectively, senior staff shared their experiences, support roles were centralised and streamlined and 
subject leads were invited to other schools to learn and challenge each other’s practice in a positive, safe environment. The children 
came together with the creation of the Soke Singers and the Trust Ambassadors who moved around schools becoming involved 
with different projects. 
 
We have been remarkably lucky to have Ben Wilding leading our Trust as the CEO through these formative years, from the 
conversation in the car park where the idea of the Trust was created, through agreement with Heads of Schools and Governors, 
conversion and due diligence, on-boarding Gunthorpe and Northborough Primary Schools and helping schools navigate the stormy 

seas of COVID-19. Ben has made the difficult decision to retire at the end of this academic year. We will be eternally grateful for Ben’s resilience, 
professionalism, dedication to detail and positive attitude which has provided us all with a safe harbour to weather the recent storm. On behalf of the 
whole Trust community we wish Ben every happiness as he sails off, literally, to travel the seas and start his retirement. 

We will also say goodbye to Rhys Thrower, Head Teacher at Wittering Primary School, as one of the original Head Teachers who developed the concept 
of the Trust. He has been a constant source of support to the Trust and a magnificent Head Teacher, always representing his children and their needs at 
Trust level with dedication and honesty. Both Ben and Rhys will be with the Trust until the end of the academic year which allows for a well-planned and 
thoughtful recruitment process. 

In the coming months we will be working towards recruiting a dynamic new CEO who shares our vision in mentoring and coaching our experienced Head 
Teachers to develop and deliver a first-class experience for all our children.   

Now is the right time to review the future together by ensuring that we regroup, revaluate and include all of our stakeholders to ensure we protect and 
future proof our schools. Within the New Year we will be welcoming involvement and feedback from anyone within our school community which includes 
staff, children, parents and Governors. Please do not hesitate to provide your thoughts on our future or become involved by contacting myself at 
chair@sokeeducationtrust.co.uk.  

 

It has been another year of ever-changing priorities and disruption however what has been easy to notice is the remarkable individuals we have within 
our schools who work tirelessly together with their colleagues to ensure our schools offer a safe, welcoming, learning environment to all our children and 
for this The Board of Directors are exceptionally grateful.  

We would like to wish everyone a safe and happy Christmas and a good New Year. 

Chair of Soke Education Trust – Claire Spooner  

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
Werrington Primary School 

 

On December 7, wigs, peace signs and retro glasses made up the new uniform for the day 
as Werrington Primary School enjoyed a full day of anniversary celebrations to celebrate the official 
opening of the Junior School in 1961. 

The day was jam-packed with history, fashion, songs and art from the 1960s. Pupils in reception were 
challenged to write 60 words in 60 minutes. They even 
practiced writing the number 60. 

Year 2 had a visit from a retired primary teacher who used to 
teach in the 1960s. They asked her a wide range of questions 

and they couldn’t believe some of her answers. Pupils in year 4 had a fascinating lesson on pop art and they 
were thrilled to create their own pop art calendar masterpieces. 

Year 6 pupils practiced dance moves including the Mashed Potato and the Twist. One Year 6 child said: “Mr 
Moody, our deputy head, was dancing on the stage and it was very funny.” She described the Twist as 
“Tiring but fun!” 

 

Werrington Junior School, located on Amberley Slope, was officially opened on Thursday 
7th December 1961.The school has been an integral part of the community in Werrington for 
many years as the school was previously located at Werrington Village Hall, prior to moving 
to Amberley Slope. The school is marking the occasion with many celebrations over the 
coming academic year, culminating in a concert for the whole school community in Summer 
2022. 

 

       Mrs Simmons – Headteacher.    

 

 
 



Gunthorpe Primary School 
 
 

At Gunthorpe, this half term we have been enjoying counting down the days to the Christmas festivities. The children always look forward to our 
Christmas dinner day in the final week of term where everyone wears a Christmas jumper and we make party hats to wear whilst eating in their year 
groups.  

 

Our Reception children have also had a fantastic time this term meeting the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Peterborough! The children were so well behaved and shared all of our likes and dislikes about our local 
area as part of their topic. We were very happy to hear that the Mayor was going to share the children’s 
ideas with some of his special friends, so we may see some positive changes in our local area soon! The 
children also shared their 12 days of Christmas song and gave the Mayor and Mayoress a handmade 
Christmas card🎄 

 

As a whole school during the last week of term, we also 
joined Ely Cathedrals Virtual Christingle service which was 
enjoyed by all the children who had the opportunity to 
share the Christingles they had made in class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All the staff and children at Gunthorpe Primary wishes our fellow Trust schools and 
communities a fantastic Christmas break!  

Miss Rhodes – Headteacher. 

 

 



 

 

 

WITTERING PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Another busy half term here at Wittering. Lessons have continued across the curriculum and our Year 4 pupils particularly enjoyed the football 
session when they visited AMVC. Year 5 & 6 are making great strides in their brass lessons and the two brass orchestras are sounding better 

each week. 

On November the 11th the whole school made our way to the memorial in the village to show our respects. Members of the local community 
including representatives of the Armed Forces joined us for a short and poignant assembly. We raised over £300 for Children In Need with a 

“Bring Your Teddy To School” day and we were also very lucky to win a real Christmas Tree from Springfields Garden Centre. 

Our pupils have designed the Christmas Cards this year for both Wittering Church and RAF Wittering. The cards are sent all over the world 
including one that goes to Royal Family. We have recorded our Christmas concert ready for families to watch whether they are at home with 

family or working overseas. We were treated to a visit from Peterborough United and they also gave us free tickets to see a game of football at 
London Road. On the last day of term our Year 2 pupils will be making their radio debut on Rutland & Stamford Sound radio in the morning 

singing “Sleeps Til Santa”. 

The children, staff, governors and parents of Wittering Primary School would like to wish all of our fellow trust school communities a very Merry 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                    

 

Mr Thrower - Headteacher 

                                                                                                                        



John Clare Primary School  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the past half-term, we have continued to work closely with our colleagues within our Trust Schools. As Headteachers, we are working together to 
provide peer support on our individual school priorities and our teaching staff have been meeting virtually to benefit from Trust training on science.  

On behalf of the entire John Clare team, I would like to wish all of our children, families and colleagues within our Trust schools a very Merry Christmas 
and I hope that 2022 bring us positivity and happiness. Best wishes, Mrs Nicolson  

 
 

The filming of our Christmas Productions has taken 
place, thanks to the wonderful support of Mr 

Gearing, a JC parent. The children were amazed at 
the professional filming equipment! 

As we had to cancel our Key Stage 2 
trip to Blists Hill Victorian Town, we 

decided to recreate a surprise Victorian 
experience for our children, complete 

with fairground, fun stalls, sweet stalls, 
brass bands and Victorian museum! 

Our School Council 
are determined to 

make a difference to 
others and organised 
the Shoe Box Appeal 
throughout school. 

This half-term began with an 
exciting whole-school writing 

project in school, based around 
the book ‘Tuesday’ by David 

Weisner. The children arrived 
back in school after half-term to 
find a crime scene and lily-pads 

everywhere...what had 
happened? 

This project inspired some very 
creative and imaginative writing. 

Once again, this year, Torpel Class organised a 
wonderful Christmas Fayre, which the children 
visited throughout the day. We also had a very 

special visitor – Father Christmas delivered 
presents to everyone in school! 

Our reception children took part in Bikeability 
balance bike training. Despite the weather, they 

showed great skill and even went ‘off-roading’ on 
the school field! 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Mallott - Headteacher 

  

This term we have 
focused our 

assemblies on the 
theme that each 
and every one of 
us is unique and 
our individuality 

should be 
respected and 

celebrated. During 
Anti-Bullying week 

we wore odd 
socks in 

celebration of our 
differences. 

In November,  
Year 5 took the short 
 Journey over to the 
 Leicester Space Centre. They 
learnt lots about how rockets are 
sent into space, about our own 
universe and how astronauts 
survive aboard the International 
Space Station. A great day! 

Year 3 
performed for 

their parents on 
Zoom, and did a 
fab-u-lous job! 
Don’t they look 

professional. We 
are very proud of 

them. 

Year 3 geography field trip to the river. 
They investigated the river habitat.  
Year 3 had some great ideas about 
how to improve the area in their 

letters to the Parish Council. 

Year 4 enjoyed a SOKE football event 
led by the students of AMVC. Despite 
the wet and the cold, the children had 

lots of fun practising their skills. 



 

 

 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy Christmas holiday. 

Please do stay safe and keep well. 

We look forward to welcoming you all back to school on  Wednesday 5th January 2022 

 
 

Wishing you all a happy and healthy New Year! 


