
 

Spr-1 February Newsletter 2022 

Welcome to our third Trust newsletter of the academic year 2021-22.  I hope you all enjoyed the half term break.  Thank you for 
your ongoing support during the most recent high COVID infection rates with staff and pupil absence rising to the highest levels 
witnessed thus far.  The announcements regarding the easing of protective measures has been followed and guidance shared - 
signposting the response to COVID infections/Living with COVID, going forward.  Thank you for working with schools regarding 
this. 
I wish everyone a successful and happy Spring Half Term 2. 
Ben Wilding - CEO  

 
 

 

Gunthorpe Primary School 

The children at Gunthorpe have been enjoying their topic sessions this term and have lots of exciting visits and trips booked for the spring and we are looking 

forward to planning some exciting opportunities for our children within the Trust for the summer term.  

Year two have been immersing themselves in their new topic Rainy Rainforests! They have looked at, tasted and smelt some foods that grow in rainforests and have 

had lots of fun. 

 

In Year one writing sessions, they have focused on instructions on how to brush 

their teeth to help the lion from the story of Little Red and the Very Hungry Lion, as 

the lion has very grimy teeth!  

 

 

 

For children’s mental health week, some of the children have been planting wild flower seeds to support learning 

about how kindness grows. Year two also read the book Bloom which is all about the power of kind words. The children 

have been thinking about the kind words they can say to themselves and others to help each other grow! 

Miss Rhodes – Headteacher. 

 



Werrington Primary School 

We’ve had a very busy and exciting half term with lots of amazing opportunities to support learning.  Our assemblies to recognise the languages spoken in 

school continued with a parent leading an assembly on Mandarin and Chinese New Year; Lithuanian next half term.  

We finished half term with our STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) week.  

Key Stage 1 had to work out who had in the 3 Bears cottage.  They investigated foot prints, hand spans and fibres to identify a suspect. The children then 

considered ways to make life better for the 3 bears including healthy breakfasts, making alarm systems and designing a better duvet.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 teachers worked with an Escape Room creator to devise a problem for the children to solve.  This 

introduction helped the children to recognise the skills they needed to solve the mysterious case of the missing 

Golden Books.  There were lots of investigative experiments carried out to find the prime suspect.  The children 

looked a chemical reactions, chromatography and finger and foot prints.  They designed ways to improve security in 

the library, including locks, laser beams, cctv cameras and secure boxes. 

 

I have been so impressed with the children’s investigative and deduction skills. All of the children thoroughly enjoyed 

the project. 

 

Next half term we will be embracing World Book Day and our International 

week. 

 

Mrs Simmons - Headteacher 

 

 



 

 

WITTERING PRIMARY SCHOOL 

We have had an exciting half term here at Wittering. Lessons have continued across the curriculum with the children returning after the Christmas break full of 

eagerness to learn. Towards the end of the half-term we had the rather exciting event of interviews for a new headteacher for our school. After a very thorough and 

rigorous process, Mrs Blake was chosen to be our new headteacher from September. Mrs Blake is currently our Deputy and has been associated with school for a 

long time, so we were all really pleased when this was announced. 

The first week back in school after the holiday meant it was time for our annual Pantomime visit in school. It was great fun with lots of singing and laughter 

resonating throughout the building. Even the staff members, including Mr Thrower, had to get up and dance at one point.  It was a brilliant and fun way to end our 

first week back in 2022.  

We are working on improving our reading across school this year. Everyone in school, including staff and parents were asked to take part in a competition linked to 

reading. We had to take a photograph of ourselves either taking a few minutes to read in a comfortable place or a photograph f us reading in an unusual place. We 

had some brilliant entries from all across school including people reading in everything from dog grooming parlours to inside a helicopter. It was fantastic to see so 

many people enjoying their books and improving their reading at the same time. 

 

 

 

 

Mr Thrower – Headteacher 

 

                                                                                                                        



John Clare Primary School 
Inspire – Nurture - Celebrate 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In January, our staff team enjoyed having the opportunity to share virtual CPD (Continuous Professional Development) with our Trust 

Colleagues during our INSET day and staff meetings. 

Mrs Nicolson – Headteacher 

 

Buttercross found something 

very exciting in their 

classroom! They investigated 

who/what these mystery 

footprints might be from and 

recorded their predictions! 

A cold, frosty walk to the local 

woods for Buttercross. They 

spotted nests in the trees, holly 

bushes and enjoyed listening to 

bird song and the sound of their 

feet crunching on the ground. 

Year one and year two children enjoyed 

a chilly, but sunny, day at Ferry 

Meadows! They learnt all about 

creating and following maps and the 

children really impressed us with their 

skills and knowledge. For many children 

this was their first time on a coach and 

so it was extra special to see them learn 

outside of the school setting! 

We have been 

working with PECT 

to enhance our 

outdoor provision 

and enjoyed a day 

of tree planting! 

John Clare children continue to 

have a love of reading. We 

enjoy sharing our favourite 

stories and delving deeply into 

our Power of Reading books. 

Throughout school, we have 

been developing our use of the 

Bar Model to help us solve 

mathematical problems. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Mallott - Headteacher 

Pupils in Year 1 investigated why The Great Fire of London spread so quickly 

and the methods that were used to try and stop the fire. Pupils also looked at 

where the fire started and significant people that experienced the fire. They 

finished their learning journey by creating Northborough’s own version of The 

Great Fire of London. This enabled pupils to understand how quickly the fire 

spread, because of the materials used to create houses in 1666. 

On Friday 25th February, Year 5’s put on their aprons and practiced their best 

salesperson voice as we raised money for more books in the classroom. Sticking with 

the Victorian topic within the class, the children brought in all types of delicious 

treats: Sausage rolls, jam tarts, Victoria sponge cakes with plenty more.  

The Planet Protectors have been busy again making sure that our 

school is as eco-friendly and waste efficient as can be.  We had a 

meeting with PECT, who we have an Eco Charter with. Here Euphemia 

is helping Year 1 children sort items into the right bin.  The Planet 

Protectors will lead the school in making sure we are as waste efficient 

as possible in the coming half term.  

Mustard Seed Project Kenya 

(MSP) is the dream child of 

Geoff Fowler and his wife 

Rita who retired from 

teaching at Northborough in 

2006. 

It’s hard to believe that they 

opened their school in an 

urban slum area of Mombasa 

with just 17 poor children in 

a rented building in 

September 2009. The project 

is now educating and feeding 

around 300 children aged 

three to eleven. What is 

more they have just 

completed the build in May 

2021. Truly amazing! 

You can see the journey or make a donation 

to The Mustard Seed Project by visiting: 

https://www.mustardseedproject.co.uk/ 



 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you all a happy and healthy Spring Term 2. 

We break up for the Easter Holiday on Friday 1st April. 


