
 
Summer Newsletter 2022 

Welcome to our Summer Trust newsletter. 
I sincerely hope that you have all managed to find ways of coping with the recent heat-wave.   It is certainly the case that we 
have become used to finding ways of navigating challenging times. Thank you very much for your on-going support. 
The September start promised a return to more normality - the Autumn and Spring terms were impacted on and managing 
COVID with restrictions and pupil/staff absence became ever present. Living with COVID is something we are all managing and I 
would like to thank you for your amazing support during this time. 
As the Summer term draws to a close I hope we are all able to reflect on a term where some of our traditional events have been 

possible.  I was delighted to be able to launch a new Trust event enabling pupils from across the Trust to participate together. The Trust Debating event was hosted 
at John Clare Primary School on 11th July. Teams of 4 pupils from each School were invited to debate: The Children of today will inherit a better Earth. The teams 
were given the brief to propose or oppose the motion.  After a morning of planning and preparing, the afternoon debate began with high quality, reasoned 
arguments being presented and rigorous well informed challenge providing suitable rebuttal. Our School representatives were quite simply amazing and fantastic 
ambassadors.  The final scores revealed Gunthorpe as the winning School for 2022 and the Trust Debating Shield resides at Gunthorpe for the year.  I hope this will 
become an annual event for generations of our children to come. Congratulations to all of our Teams who provided a fantastic debate. 
Finally, I would like to say a fond farewell to you all.  It has been an immense privilege and honour to have served the Trust and I wish Cathy Carlisle and the Trust 
every success going forward. 
Ben Wilding - CEO  

 
 

Announcement from the Soke Education Trust board - New Chief Executive Office at Soke Education Trust. 
The Trustees of Soke Education Trust (SET) are delighted to announce the appointment of Cathy Carlisle as their new Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO). Cathy is currently the Head Teacher and CEO of Alderman Jacobs Trust, a single academy Trust located in Whittlesey, and comes with a 
superb track record in improving the educational outcomes for children. 
Cathy’s initial appointment will be as a yearlong secondment to SET, whilst also retaining her role as CEO of Alderman Jacobs. The Trustees of 
Alderman Jacobs and SET are both incredibly excited by this opportunity and will collaborate with each other to share best practice and 
improve school improvement, governance, and personal development. The Head Teachers of the five SET schools and Alderman Jacobs will 
report directly to Cathy. 
Cathy starts her new role at the beginning of the new academic year and the Trustees of both SET and Alderman Jacobs are looking forward 

to this new beginning. 
Cathy is an inspirational leader who is passionate about delivering the best educational outcomes for children. This secondment provides an opportunity for SET and 
Alderman Jacobs to work together and improve our schools and work towards an even brighter future. 
Cathy Carlisle, incoming CEO of SET/Alderman Jacobs commented “I am really excited to be joining you to help develop the vision for working together. My ambition 
is to support you to build strong schools that offer great opportunities for both children and staff in the Trust.” 
Claire Spooner – Chair of Trustees 



Gunthorpe Primary School 

Our year 6 children were incredibly proud to win this year’s Take One Picture competition. 
Their piece of art work depicted inspirational women throughout the ages. The prize included 
an all expenses paid trip to London to view their finished piece in the National Gallery.  

The children introduced their artwork to members of the art world and teachers from all 
around the country at an evening gala. This took place before the exhibition was open to the 
general public. Our children thoroughly enjoyed discussing the inspirational women and how 
they had been chosen to feature. “I had a really fun day. I was nervous at first, but loved 
talking to the public about our work.” Holly B. We even had the pleasure of meeting a 
relative of one of the women chosen, who was very excited about the piece. It was a 
wonderful experience for all concerned. “The experience made me realise that the general 
public were really interested in seeing our art work, even though we are just kids.” Lexy B. 
Gunthorpe Primary School 

 

As the end of another school year approaches we wish our Y6 children every success in their 
new adventures in secondary school. They have really worked hard this year in their learning 
and have had some great achievements in their SATs results this year. They take hie with 
them their leaving hoodies as a reminder of their time at Gunthorpe!  

 

Good luck Y6 and all the best to all the Year 6 children in the SOKE Trust.  

 

Have a great summer everyone! 

Ms Rhodes - Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Werrington Primary School 

Werrington Primary has had a busy and fun filled last half term.  We have had sports days, residentials, trips, swimming, our 60th anniversary celebration, Year 6 productions, 
new Reception visits, move up day, trips to the theatre, sports events and so much more. 

I am so proud of the children’s achievements this year.  They have worked incredibly hard, have made fantastic progress and they have still been able to enjoy an exciting 
curriculum and opportunities. 

Our Year 6 children leave well prepared and excited for their next challenge. They have been amazing and will continue to shine in their next school. 

I would like to wish you all a wonderful holiday and look forward to welcoming you back in September. 

Mrs Simmons - Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

WITTERING PRIMARY SCHOOL 
As another busy year draws to an end here at Wittering we remain immensely proud of our school community and all of their efforts over the past 12 

months. Earlier on this term we were extremely lucky to have a visit from the pilot of the Jamaican bobsleigh team who recently took part in the Winter 
Olympics. We were able to ask questions and Year 6 even had the chance to practice getting in and out of the bobsleigh. Reception and Year 1 had a 
fantastic day trip to Sacrewell Farm. Year 2 and Year 3 both attended AMVC to take part in different sports events. Children from across Key Stage 2 

attended the Young Voices Concert in Birmingham. Year 6 have also been on a residential to the National Forest, sent a team to the debating contest in the 
trust as well as performing at our first ever dance showcase ! School Council helped to plant a time capsule and we held a “Wild About Words” day as well. 

We also held a street party and had a day learning all about the Jubilee. 

Our sports day audience returned this year and it was brilliant to have spectators cheering everyone on again. Parents were so keen to support we had 
more volunteers for the Mum’s egg and spoon race and the Dad’s bean bag race than we have ever had before. We were also able to open our doors again 
for celebration evening including performances from our choir and both of the brass bands. In September Mrs Blake will be taking over as Headteacher and 

we shall be welcoming Mrs Brant as our new Deputy Headteacher. We would like to wish all of the pupils, families and staff associated with the trust a 
lovely summer break and we look forward to working together again in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Thrower – Headteacher 

 

 

 



John Clare Primary School 
Inspire – Nurture - Celebrate 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the year, we have enjoyed opportunities to work and learn together with children and colleagues across our Trust schools. Recently, in 
July, we hosted the first Trust Debating Day for our Year 6 pupils and hope that will become an annual event in which we all participate. 

Mrs Nicolson – Headteacher 

 

Year 6 ended their John 
Clare journey with a 

residential trip to Hilltop, 
Norfolk – they had a 

brilliant time!  

               Ofsted came to visit us in March and said: 
‘John Clare is a happy and safe place in 
which to learn…Pupils behave very well at 
all times…Leaders and staff are ambitious 
for all pupils to succeed.’ 

Last week, we took part in the tradition 
unique to John Clare School: to celebrate 
John Clare’s (poet) birthday, we make 
Midsummer Cushions and lay them 
around his grave. We also find out who 
has won the Poetry Competition, held by 
the John Clare Society. 

Years 3, 4 and 5 visited 
Rutland Water Nature Reserve 

to find out all about their 
conservation work and watch 
the ospreys! They also took 

part in pond-dipping and 
found lots of amazing 

creatures! 

Our musicians treated parents/carers 
to a fantastic musical morning. Superb 

talent and amazing performances!  

We have continued to have 
great sporting success both 

in and out of school. Some of 
our achievements include 

Soke Athletics winners and 
County Netball and Football 

winners! 

Reception, along with year 1 and 2, 
visited Railworld, to find out more 
about how transport has changed 

over time, and Woburn Safari Park, 
after reading Zeraffa Giraffa (they 

even went inside the giraffe house!). 

During Science Week, we had visitors to tell us 
all about their jobs in the STEM sector. Our 

visitors had jobs in food science, medical 
imaging, secondary science, geology, medical 

oncology, water treatment, medical coding and 
conservation fields: we were very inspired! 



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

EYFS - Rutland Water Habitats Day 
We had a wonderful day pond 
dipping, bug hunting and bird 
watching.  Thank you to all our 
parent helpers!  We even got to see 
a life size photo of the Rutland Sea 
Dragon! 

Year 3 visited the Sea Life 
centre in Hunstanton. 

 

During the month of June, Year 5 visited 
Hilltop Adventure Centre. We had the 
best time. Pupils said ‘We all conquered 
our fears, pushing ourselves further 
than we ever have before.’ 

 

 

 

This term, Year 6 had their first ever 
Northborough Residential at 
Caythorpe. The children were 
amazing – really showing all the 
Northborough PRIDE qualities. 

 

 

‘I wondered how the starfish knows 
how to eat when it has no brain!’ Joey 

‘The Sea Life Centre was amazing - we 
saw seals being fed, and loads of other 
creatures like sharks, stingrays and 
turtles.’  Jessica  

 

With all restrictions now lifted, it was lovely to be able to invite parents into school 
to share and celebrate their child’s learning journey. The children were very 
excited and loved sharing what they have been learning this year.  

 

 

In school - Woodland tracking 
and Tree Bathing with PECT. 

 

 

All the pupils had an 
amazing time in school 
during our activity day – 
Aeroball, mini golf and the 
climbing wall. 

 

Wishing you all an enjoyable, well deserved 
summer break! From Mr Mallott and all the 
team at Northborough Primary School. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Wishing you all a happy and healthy Summer Break 

The Autumn term starts on Monday 5th September 2022. 


